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Murray Bridge is 
changing. We’re creating 
an environment where 
you can make your own 
opportunities, make a 
home, make an investment, 
and make memories.







MAKE  
MURRAY  
BRIDGE  
YOURS

60 Minutes

The mighty Murray River, home to the 
Ngarrindjeri people for centuries, is the 
lifeblood of Murray Bridge, providing water, 
recreation, jobs, and a lifestyle that is the 
envy of other regions.

Our city was established in 1874 as a vital link in South 
Australia’s fledgling trade routes. Its proximity to the 
river, and convenient distance from Adelaide and the 
eastern states, has seen Murray Bridge transform into the 
Murraylands’ largest regional, commercial hub.

As Adelaide’s population and economy expands over the 
coming decades Murray Bridge will see unprecedented 
growth and is on track to become one of the largest 
regional cities in South Australia. 

Approximately a 60-minute drive from Adelaide’s CBD, 
via a dual-lane freeway, the City’s population is forecast 
to rise from 20,000 to 29,000 by 2041. Along with this 
growth an additional net 13,000 jobs are forecast to be 
added to the region.

Murray Bridge has land, skills and opportunity in abundance. 
We’re transforming the riverfront into thriving community 
spaces, creating connections with the business district and 
welcoming new development into our city centre. 

by car from the Adelaide CBD



29k or 30%
BY 2041

$1B

25%

Several game changing projects are planned, currently 
under construction or recently completed including:

—— $350m Renewable Energy Systems solar farm comprising 
a 176MW solar panel array and large battery

—— $35m Gifford Hill Race Track and Community Function Centre

—— $140m Gifford Hill master planned, multi-use 
residential development

—— $50m Newbridge residential development

—— $14m riverfront redevelopment of Sturt Reserve

—— The expansion of Monarto Zoo including a Wild 
Africa exhibit, a $17m visitor centre and a $35m 
accommodation facility

—— $40m redevelopment of the Bridgeport Hotel

—— $21m SA Water waste water treatment plant with 
solar PV cells and associated battery energy systems

—— The Bend Motor Sport Park construction

—— Tourism projects in excess of $14m

—— $26m upgrade to the Beston Global Food Company’s 
Jervois cheese and dairy factory

—— The Terregra and Pallamanna solar renewable energy 
projects costing $5m

—— The multi-million dollar Thomas Foods state-of-the-art 
meat processing plant

—— $40m construction of the Ingham’s Feed Mill

—— $14m expansion of the Big River Pork pork processing facility

—— $71m expansion of Costa Adelaide Mushrooms at Monarto.

The City’s proximity to national transport routes, as well as 
available power, water and gas has resulted in a surge in 
intensive animal production and processing industries.

The region is also ideal for the production of high quality 
produce including stonefruit, vegetables, grains and livestock.

As a large service centre featuring shopping, schools and 
health facilities, Murray Bridge has the infrastructure to 
support not only the immediate population, but also that 
of the surrounding area and future growth. 

This proud community is changing like never before.

Murray Bridge – make it yours.

Population to increase from 20k to

Homes are

more affordable

of development  
in the pipeline



Make an 
investment

Murray Bridge has flat, fertile land in 
abundance and the infrastructure to 
support future growth. 

Our rural city is located close to existing national transport 
routes and a major rail, road and airport transport hub 
is proposed for nearby Monarto.

Available power, water and gas has resulted in a surge 
in intensive animal industries with significant investment 
currently underway to expand poultry, pork, lamb, beef 
and sheep production and processing facilities. 

Forecasts show that these processing facilities will continue 
to grow to meet future domestic and international demand.

Access to clean water, sandy soils and world class 
technology enable the region to yield quality produce 
including stonefruit, vegetables, grains and livestock.

The low rainfall environment ensures the region’s grains 
and hay have some of the lowest exposures to disease in 
the world, resulting in superior quality product for customers. 

The region is ideal for growing wheat for flour production, 
barley and oats for stock feed, and high-quality hay for 
feed silage which is used in intensive animal production 
around the world.

For investors and developers requiring a skilled workforce 
the introduction of the new Designated Area Migration 
Agreement for regional South Australia will attract more 
migrants to live and work in the region.

There has never been 
a better time to invest 
in Murray Bridge.



CASE STUDY
INGHAM’S made it 
in Murray bridge
In February 2019 Australia’s largest 
integrated poultry producer, 
Ingham’s, opened a $40m 
greenfield feedmill at Murray Bridge 
to supply its poultry production in 
South Australia. The facility is the 
centrepiece of Ingham’s $279m 
state-wide expansion.

Ingham’s investment generated 
650 construction jobs alone, 
with another 850 jobs expected 
throughout the supply chain.

The facility was built over two years 
by South Australian-based Ahrens 
Design and Construct and will 
operate around the clock. It includes 
grains, meal and product silos and 
warehousing space.



Make an 
opportunity

Murray Bridge is open for business.

In the CBD a revitalised Sixth Street cultural 
precinct, along with the refreshed retail precinct 
on Bridge Street, has created new investment 
and business opportunities.

With the City’s population forecast to increase by 
30% by 2041 the community will demand quality 
cafés and restaurants and more choice in services.

We’re calling on innovative entrepreneurs and 
businesses, like The Davery Establishment, to 
share in our growth.

CASE STUDY
The Davery Establishment
The Davery Establishment opened in 2013 as 
a café specialising in local and regional produce, 
making everything on-site themselves. They 
work closely with other small businesses and 
producers in the region including Bakehouse Farm, 
Two Fish Coffee, Aussie Apricots, and SheOak 
Baker to name a few.

Since opening they have continued to innovate 
and with Murray Bridge offering opportunities to 
explore and grow as a small business The Davery’s 
next venture will be taking their business to the 
people. To complement the bricks and mortar 
businesses in the area the café is transitioning to a 
mobile coffee/food van located in the CBD during 
the week and at local events and festivals at other 
times. The Davery also has a reputation as one of 
the region’s premium caterers.



The highly anticipated $40m 
construction of a new six-story, 
four-star hotel on the existing 
Bridgeport Hotel site on Bridge 
Street will soon be commencing.

The new hotel will feature 99 guest 
rooms, undercover car parking, 
a restaurant with al fresco dining, 
a gym, a swimming pool and a 
function room.

The Bridgeport Hotel, which was 
originally built in 1884, will become 
a new landmark for Murray Bridge, 
with its riverfront views bound to 
attract visitors and locals alike.

CASE STUDY
Making the 
Bridgeport 

Hotel Bigger 
and better



Make it  
your place 

to live  
and work

The Murray River is central to the lives of the 
people of Murray Bridge providing water, 
recreation, jobs, and a lifestyle that is the 
envy of other regions.

Home affordability attracts many residents with a median 
house value in Murray Bridge of $240,925 at June 2018 
— $160,785 lower than the median house valuation for 
South Australia.

Renting is also an affordable option with a wide range of 
rental properties on offer and the median rent in Murray 
Bridge almost 25% less than the median rent in Adelaide.

High end homes, with easy access and river views, are 
popular with professionals living and working in the region. 
People commuting to work in Adelaide and the Adelaide Hills 
also take advantage of Murray Bridge’s affordable land to 
build their dream home.

As well as being close to Adelaide, the City enjoys a central 
location to popular places in South Australia including 
the world class Barossa Valley and Langhorne Creek wine 
regions and seaside destination Victor Harbor.

A cinema and a range of cafés, hotels and restaurants 
compliment the five supermarkets, including Drakes and 
Aldi, and a variety of speciality shops located in the CBD.



Traffic is light and manageable, even in peak early 
morning and later afternoon times.

The City has excellent health services and facilities and 
features one of the largest regional hospitals in the state.

There are three popular senior schools, Murray Bridge 
High, Unity College and Tyndale Christian School, with 
Murray Bridge High offering an entrepreneurial school. 
The City also features six junior schools and numerous 
preschools and nurseries, with an even balance of private 
and public schooling on offer.

The Murray River Study Hub provides opportunities 
for Murraylands and Riverland students to pursue tertiary 
education and VET alternatives without having to travel or 
relocate outside of their region. Courses are offered online 
and mix mode by our education partners, CQ University 
Australia, Flinders University and TAFE SA.

Several cultural and entertainment spaces provide 
access to exhibitions and performances including the 
Murray Bridge Regional Gallery and the Murray Bridge 
Town Hall. The gallery features three distinctive exhibition 
spaces and a retail space showcasing contemporary craft 
and artworks made by leading artists, while the Town Hall 
is a preferred venue for local and visiting performers.

There are over 20 sporting or social clubs scattered 
throughout Murray Bridge. These include cricket clubs, 
tennis associations (hard court and grass), a shooting 
range, rowing club, a large popular basketball stadium, 
netball clubs, a golf club (currently undergoing expansion), 
a new greyhound racing track, new horse racing track 
and the popular Murray Bridge Speedway.

With over $1b of projects completed or in the pipeline, 
creating thousands of new jobs, Murray Bridge will need 
to expand its workforce and attract and retain skilled 
people in the years to come.

Your new home, and life, 
awaits you in Murray Bridge.

CASE STUDY
Thomas foods are making jobs
South Australian meat processor Thomas Foods 
International is spending several hundred million dollars on 
a new state-of-the-art processing facility to be located on a 
greenfield site 10 km from the Murray Bridge town centre. 

The facility is the single largest investment by Thomas 
Foods in its 30-year history showing enormous confidence 
in Murray Bridge’s vision for growth. The plant will be 
the most advanced multi-species processing facility in 
Australia featuring the latest advancements in technology, 
efficiency, environmental sustainability, animal welfare 
and workplace safety.

It is expected to employ up to 2000 people once fully 
operational and will be a major source of jobs for local 
Murray Bridge residents.

The State and Federal Governments are contributing 
$24m in road and utility infrastructure to support the 
plant’s operations.

Projects forecast to require workers include:

—— $350m solar farm – 200 direct and 320 indirect jobs 
during construction

—— Multi-million dollar Thomas Foods meat processing 
plant – 400 jobs during initial stages of production 
increasing to 2000 once fully operational

—— $40m expansion of the Ingham’s Feed Mill 
– 850 jobs throughout the supply chain

—— $71m expansion of Costa Adelaide Mushrooms at 
Monarto – 200 jobs

—— $40m construction of a new Bridgeport Hotel 
– 200 jobs during construction, 80 once opened

—— Monarto Zoo $17m expansion and construction of a 
$35m accommodation facility – 136 jobs during the 
construction phase, and 89 jobs once in operation.

Jobs, affordable housing and available rental properties, 
together with an enviable location on the majestic 
Murray River, and only 60 minutes to Adelaide, makes 
Murray Bridge your choice for work.



CASE STUDY
Making A Community
Gifford Hill is one of the largest residential projects in 
Murray Bridge’s history. The project will see the relocation 
of the Murray Bridge Racing Club (MBRC) and the creation 
of a new, state-of-the-art racecourse and thoroughbred 
training facility at Gifford Hill on the outskirts of the City. 
This development includes a state-of-the-art function centre, 
with seating for up to 600 people, a retail and commercial 
precinct and up to 3000 residential allotments to support 
the City’s growth expectations over the next 30 years. 

With world class racing and training facilities the Gifford 
Hill development will position Murray Bridge as a centre 
for horse racing excellence.

The existing Murray Bridge racecourse site in the centre of 
Murray Bridge will be redeveloped into residential housing. 
This new community will be known as Newbridge and 
will encompass both the old racecourse and the adjacent 
fairways of the golf course with a total development area 
of 45.78 hectares. 

This development will include, and integrate, an upgraded 
and expanded par-71 championship golf course, a linear 
park with pedestrian and cycle paths, up to 400 residential 
lots, and potentially a neighbourhood shopping centre, 
holiday accommodation and retirement village of up to 
400 residential lots.



Make 
memories

Located at a wide and safe part of the river, 
enabling sensational access to the riverfront, 
Murray Bridge is Adelaide’s playground.

Water sports are extremely popular, for locals and tourists, 
including skiing, cruising, fishing, stand up paddle boarding, 
kayaking and jet skiing.

Monarto Zoo, located 10 minutes’ drive from the outskirts 
of Murray Bridge is the biggest open-range zoo in Australia 
spanning more than 1,500 hectares and home to more than 
50 species including one of Australia’s largest lion prides and 
giraffe herds. Monarto is a must see for local, national and 
international tourists, attracting 160,000 visitors each year.

Visitors to Murray Bridge can also enjoy a river cruise aboard 
the Proud Mary, the southern hemisphere’s largest inland 
paddle wheeler, operated by national tourism operator 
Sealink and Captain Cook Cruises.

The Lavender Federation Trail begins in Murray Bridge, for 
bush walking enthusiasts, and winds 325km through some of 
the most picturesque parts of the state.

For motorsport enthusiasts The Bend Motorsport Park, 
located at Tailem Bend only 25 minutes from Murray Bridge, 
is a state-of-the-art, world-class motorsport facility catering 
for international events, national series racing, grass roots club 
events, driver safety training and drive experience programs. 

Several other significant tourism projects are currently 
being planned.

To build on existing popular tourist opportunities the 
Council has developed the Sturt Reserve Masterplan which 
will completely transform the riverfront. Spaces will be created 
to help interpret Murray Bridge’s rich cultural heritage and 
additional paths and bikeways are planned to improve access 
from the riverfront to the CBD. An expanded skate park, 
world-class adventure playground, a wetland splash play 
area and a place for music and other events will complement 
newly established restaurants offering stunning river views.

An increase in visitation requires an increase in 
accommodation and projects like the Bridgeport Hotel 
expansion and the introduction of accommodation at 
Monarto Zoo will ensure visitors to Murray Bridge have plenty 
of options when planning to stay.



CASE STUDY
Make it monarto
Monarto Zoo will construct a new, $17m 
visitor centre as part of their Wild Africa 
project expansion and have also 
announced the planned construction 
of a $35m accommodation facility. 

The visitor centre will include a 
café, nature play space, gift shop 
and potentially a restaurant or 
function space. 

When finished, Zoos SA estimated it 
will employ 89 people and contribute 
$6m to South Australia’s economy each 
year. The building works are expected 
to create another 136 temporary jobs. 

When fully completed, the Wild 
Africa project will incorporate a 
safari resort, luxury camping and 
other experiences.



MAKE IT 
YOURS

This document has been produced for general information purposes only and is not 
investment or housing advice, nor the offer of a financial product, and does not take 
into account the investment objectives, lifestyle objectives, employment needs, financial 
situation or particular needs of any reader. This document is not a recommendation 
to invest and it is important that the reader considers their investment risks in light of 
their own personal circumstances (including financial and taxation aspects) and seek 
professional advice from their accountant, lawyer or other adviser before deciding to 
invest or make lifestyle changes based on this document. Readers relying on the content 
of this document do so entirely at their own risk and should seek their own independent 
investment advice and undertake their own due diligence and investigations to enable 
them to come to their own conclusions.

The information contained within this document is considered to be true and correct 
at the time of printing, but no guarantee is given as to the accuracy, correctness or 
completeness of information contain within this document. The information has been 
compiled with care but no warranty (express or implied) is given to the accuracy, 
correctness or completeness of the information, or for any perceived advice given 
or omissions. In furnishing this document, the publisher undertakes no obligation to 
provide any additional information other than as specifically stated in this document. 
All statements of opinion or belief contained in this document, and all views, forecasts, 
projections or statements as to future events or performance represent the publisher’s 
own assessment and interpretation of information available at the date of this document, 
and are provided for illustrative purposes only. No representation or guarantee is 
given that such statements, projections, etc, are correct or that the objectives of the 
document will be met.

This document contains forward looking statements and forecasts that involve risk and 
uncertainty. These forward looking statements are subject to various factors that could 
cause the projected results to differ materially from those expressed or anticipated 
in this document. Given these factors, the reader should not place undue reliance on 
such forward looking statements, and no representation or warranty is given as to the 
achievement or reasonableness of any forward looking statements or forecasts, nor 
should they be relied upon as a promise or representation as to the future. The publisher 
does not intend to update or revise forward looking statements, or to publish prospective 
financial information in the future, regardless of whether new information, future events 
or any other factors affect the information contained in this document, except where 
required by law. 

In no event can the reader seek to claim or hold the publisher liable for any liability, loss, 
risk or damage (including incidental or consequential damages) incurred or suffered 
(direct or indirect) of the use of any information contained in this document, whether 
based on contract, tort or other legal action.



makeityours.com.au
  @ruralcitymurraybridge  #MakeItYours  #MurrayBridge

CONTACT US AT
2 Seventh Street / PO Box 421 

Murray Bridge SA 5253

T.	 +61 8 8539 1100 

F. 	+61 8 8532 2766  

E. 	council@murraybridge.sa.gov.au


